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My mother was a soldier who escaped the drought 
Conquered Southeast Asia’s Namkhong 
With banana leaves and a warrant on her head 
Phaya Nak under her feet 
Bloodied hands for freedom 
Machete in one hand 
Legacy in the other 
Two refugee camps later 
Her lungs can rest a little 
Nongkhai is now a photo 
Nostalgia that shall never be relived 
She’s got a new home now 
Made of gold 
Home is what I call her when she’s draped in gold 
Fingers sun kissed they warm when she waves 
She’s only cold when reminded that her new home doesn’t belong to her 
This land is hard on her feet 
But still she must move 
Till soil for her seeds. 
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